First and Last Name:  
Class Objectives, Materials, Information, and Policies  
Objectives

· To learn scientific facts, information and concepts.
· To apply scientific concepts to develop problem solving skills.
· To appreciate the simplicities and complexities of life. 

· To develop an awareness of all life forms.
· To obtain high; yet, reachable goals in order to develop critical thinking skills.

· To consider pursuing careers in science or related fields.
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Materials
Daily Requirements

Text (Online Access)
Composition Notebook (ONLY)

Folder (so not to store paper in textbook)
Pencil or Pen (otherwise, you may be charged); (not red or gel)
Assignment(s) and/or Homework
Locker/Home Requirements

Colored Pencils (24+ colors)
Calculator

Extra pencil / pen / paper
Please be aware that you may be asked to bring in certain items for labs and/or projects. Be responsible in bringing these items in especially if the task was agreed upon by you.

Specific Class Requirements 
Biology I: General Biology
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Gloves (semester 2) 

Biology II: Botany and Zoology
Gloves (semester 2)
Biology II: Anatomy and Physiology
Colored Pencils (semester 1 and 2) 
Gloves (semester 1 and 2)
“Cat Dissection Manual” (semester 2)

Biology II: Advanced Biology     

"Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association”; APA 6th ed. (semester 2)
Optional
Laptop (permission requested)
Class Information
* Classroom website:  www.rm118.com ; BioClub via Facebook: “Southern Wells High School Biology Room 118”
* Home email:  preceptor@adamswells.com ;  Work email:  dbutler@swell.k12.in.us 
* Availability: ~730 am-750 am , 300 pm-?, Check “Class and Tutorial Schedule” Outside Door
* Failing the semester or not doing your work will NOT be an option.  Be prepared to expect high goals and a 
   strong work ethic in this class.  If necessary, certain means will go into place to assure that you pass the class.
* General student concerns are welcome for discussion prior to each class or privately.

* Grades are usually recorded on Harmony within 24 hours.  Check Harmony often to view your status and to make 

   sure no mistakes have been made.   
* All exams need to be done in pencil (not red).

* Class study sessions may be in the mornings/after school.

* Grades are determined by school scale and done by the point system, rounded, but no curving.

* If you know about an exam you must take it on that day, exceptions are based on severity of  

   absences and/or if the exam was announced on the day of the absence.

* It is a requirement that you keep a lecture notebook.  As an incentive, lecture notes may be used on  

   some quizzes and on your midterm and final exams.

* Homework, labs, projects, study sheets, class discussions, and attitude will be mainly graded   

   objectively and partly subjectively, but are mainly for enrichment, general evaluation, and/or 

   boarder line grading purposes.

* Labs or projects missed due to an absence may be substituted for an alternative assignment or excused.

* If we are scheduled to meet for any reason it is your responsibility to either wait, or seek me   

   out if I am not present.  I'll try to notify you of any changes.

* Midterm and final exams will count ~20% of your semester grade. 
* Pick up an outline of the lesson plan at the beginning of each week.  The beginning of the week is more “set-in-  

   stone” than the last part of the week.  A plan will also be available on the classroom website.
* Extra Credit: 20 Bonus Point Maximum per Grading Period
   May come from a student contributing to class topics or ideas:
     * Spontaneously assigned during class

     * Detailed summary paragraph on an article

     * Item donation that relates to class subject

     * Science related cartoons not presently on display

     * Additional information (in the form of an article, video, or other) to supplement a topic or  

        add to a discussion in class.
     * Internet and/or webpage “see www.rm118.com” under “Extra Credit”
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     * ABC “Awards Biology Card” (TBA)      
     * Extra credit assignments assigned during class are to be written out and include a complete  

         reference(s): such as source name, page numbers, date, publishing, etc.) ; Bio II use APA  

     * No extra credit will be given for "verbal references".  

     * The extra credit points may not include bonuses on exams, prizes, and/or discretion grades.

     * Extra credit must relate to subject area and/or topic being taught.

     * Extra credit will not be given ~1 week prior to grade cards. 
Grading

School Scale:
	A+
	99-100+

	A
	93-98

	A-
	90-92

	B+
	88-89

	B
	83-87

	B-
	80-82


	
	C+
78-79
C
73-77
C-
70-72
D+
68-69
D
63-67
D-
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60-62



Semester Grading: 
The total amount of points offered divided by the total number 
of points earned.

May utilize the general formula below:
Grade and Number Key: A = 4, B = 3, C = 2, D = 1, F = 0 
 (note: i.e. B- or B+ still = 3)

               1st                         2nd

i.e.          4 ½ wks. (40%)    4 ½ wks.  (40%)      Midterm or Final Exam (20%)

                ----------                ----------                              ----------

                    B = 3                     A = 4                                  C = 2

“x”                     2                             2                                         1

“+”                     6              +             8                    +                  2   =    16

“/”            Take 16 and divide by 5 = 3.2 

Value is then compared to “4 Point Grading System/Scale” chart (available at request) to determine the Final Semester Grade - i.e. 3.2 = B

* To count each 9wks 40% we multiply the grade by 2; Midterm/Final exam being 20% we multiply by 1

* Five (5) is used to divide the final score due to the fact that there are actually 5 letter grades involved (B,B,A,A,C)

* Use can substitute grades in for any part of the formula to determine your goals for this class.

* A+ for the semester only results from straight A+ for both cycles and Midterm/Final exam.
* Your grades are also based on teacher discretion.  Attendance, attitude, effort, etc. may play a part in your final 

    grade.
Grades may be checked on the school website: “Harmony” (user name and password required)
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(for 4s, B’s, or C's on ANY Assignment, Exam or Help Session)
* Placeyour Name, Peiod, and Date (and Class Sudent Numbes) o the Back of this Card *

* Redeemable for § BONUS POINTS for the current 4 112 weeks

* The card counts towards the maximum bonus for this 4 1/2 weeks

* Card will be due few days prior to the end of the 4 112 weeks,

*New cards wil be renewved per 4 1/2 weeks and are not transferable
by combining previous cards or sharing cards with other students

* To be presented outside of class; however, not before class starts.

*No more than 4 “punches” allowed per visit. (mayvary)

* Misplacing card requires a teacher-student meeting.

* Card will not be used if for any reason the card lowers your final grade.

* Card conditions may be subject to change; all work must be done to use card.
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Class Policies 

“Respect and Trust”

* Follow all school policies.
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* Disruptive behavior and/or profanity are prohibited.

* Be attentive, quiet, and ready to go at the start of class and refrain from being 
   loud and/or obnoxious during class.
* In the event you are absent from class, you are to contact me well in advance prior to class for assignments and/or 
   information. This does not mean “just before class”. Do not ask or be surprised about assignments/ information/  

   exams/etc... during class time if you fail to make contact . 
   Failure to contact me may result in participating in the class activity for that day (i.e. labs, projects, and/or exams). 
   DO NOT LET ME HAVE TO CONTACT YOU DURING CLASS TIME. This is your responsibility.  Review 
   the lesson  plan outline often.   
* Be prepared with homework, materials, participation, responsiveness on a daily bases; otherwise, an alternative 
   management will be made.

* Refrain from copying answers and others' work.

* Unnecessary activities such as sleeping, personal notes, eating, drinking, applying make-up/lotion and/or doing 

   other work for another class is not allowed during class activities.

* Do not touch or remove class or safety materials unless given permission or if there is an emergency need.

* Insubordination will not be tolerated.

* Any concerns that need to be addressed need to be done in a courteous manner before or after class.

* Do not abuse or vandalize any materials and/or items associated with this course and/or classroom.

* It is your responsibility to get your assignments and work if absent.  Preferably, do this on the day that you are  

   absent (ie. ask a friend or ask a family member to bring work home to you). Review the lesson plan outline often.

* All assignments are to be turned in.  Work may be made-up during a time the instructor feels necessary if the work 
   is poorly done, incomplete, or not started.  Additionally, a percentage (ie typically 10%) may be deducted from the 

   assignment score if late.
* Be in your seat prior to the bell ringing for dismissal.

* No food, drink, candy, allowed in class, unless excused.  Gum will be allowed unless abused.

* Any form of medication is not to be taken in class without nurse's permission note. (State Regulation)

* No passes to the phone, counselors, a teacher or other classrooms without prior permission, pass or office 
   announcement.  Thus, a pass is required for leaving class unless it's an emergency.  Permission and a hall pass are
   required before leaving.
* Take care of any restroom, drinking fountain, and/or locker needs prior to class.  Leaving the classroom for any  

   of these reasons may result in a tardy and/or be denied (despite asking permission to leave).
* Be aware of all emergency exits and procedures.

* Alternative work, disciplinary forms, detention, time-out, and/or office and/or parent notification may be used 
   in some cases for disciplinary actions.

* Be considerate and professional.  Refrain from having a poor attitude and lack of judgment.

* No unnecessary talking during class discussions, lectures, labs, projects, or while the teacher and/or a student is 
   speaking to the class.

* Refrain from wearing coats (outerwear) and bringing large bags to class unless given permission.
* Do not bring any of the following electronic devices to class. (i.e. cell phones,  iPods, MP3 players, eReaders, 

   cameras, and/or game players)
* Keep your area clean and free of litter.

* Include your first and last name and period number on all assignments/exams, etc…

* Refrain from abusing any form of technology used during class including (laptops, microscopes, etc…); 

   school/corporation technology rules apply.
* Tardies will result from:
  1. Not being across the threshold by the last bell.

  2. Not being in your seat within a proper time.

  3. May include: bathroom, drinking fountain, and locker.
* By Being in the Course, You Are Agreeing with the Said Policies *
Laboratory Policies
* Keep voices down

* No ignorance (read labs prior to doing labs)

* Use the science laboratory for authorized work only

* Wear safety goggles during experiments that require them

* Place broken glass and solid materials in designated areas

* Report any accidents or injuries

* Never taste, touch, or smell any substance unless told to

* Handle chemicals carefully

* Be responsible for yourself (ie clean-up and work)

* No food of any kind during lab unless excused

* Do not return unused chemicals to the original container

* When heating a test tube, face it away from anyone

* Use caution to handle hot glassware or metal

* Tie back long hair. Remove dangling jewelry. Roll sleeves

* Do not put anything unauthorized into electrical outlets

* Use the proper tool for the proper lab

* Horseplay is not allowed

* Stay on task with your partner and work

* At the end of the lab, clean the work area (table, chair, equipment, and floor)

Microscope

 * Carry with two hands

 * Begin and end on low objective

 * Never push down on the stage

 * Clean only with wet lens paper (ie stains)
 * Follow proper scope procedure when using it during lab

Dissection
 * Follow the direction carefully and in sequence.  Read the entire description of each incision and be sure that you 
    understand it before you attempt it.

 * While working in pairs, alternating the rules of reading the directions and performing the dissection is a good.   

 * Use scissors and probes for most of the incisions. Use a scalpel or razor blade only when absolutely necessary.

 * Be careful not to damage organs that must be observed later.

 * When you have completed your dissection for the day, wrap the specimen according to directions.

 * ID your specimen.

 * Protect your hands from the preservative by applying a lanolin-based hand cream before starting the dissection or 
    by wearing disposable plastic gloves.

 * Wash your hands thoroughly at the end of each dissection session.

 * Wash and dry all instruments and/or trays with soap or cleaner before leaving.

 * Wash and dry the table (chairs/floors) with soap or cleaner before leaving.

 * Alternative assignments may be given; however, you are expected to understand and know the same material as 
    everyone else and may be subject to the same exams

* By Being in the Course, You Are Agreeing with the Said Policies *
It’s My Teacher’s Fault!

     My parents are mad at me because my grades are so bad, but they won’t listen when I tell them that I’ve got a lousy teacher.  If I ask her for help, her answers make no sense.  If I had a good teacher, I’d do better.  Would you write my folks and tell them about my teacher?  They will listen to a priest.  Thanks

Grounded
Dear Grounded,

     Don’t look for any letters from me to your folks. This letter is just for you.  I can’t tell what grade you are in, but I’m guessing you are in grade school or high school.  You are not going to like my answer, but I hope you will think about it now, while you are young enough to make some important changes in your life.

     You don’t realize it, but you are at risk of developing a serious character flaw.  You think that your problems are due to something or someone else.  That kind of thinking is rarely the whole picture.  You don’t do well in school, and you say the teacher doesn’t like you.  Later you don’t get promoted because the boss has favorites. Then you can’t afford a better car because the government takes all your money.  It goes on and on, all through your life.  The problem is always someone else.

     The problem, if you don’t mind my saying so, is you don’t want to take responsibility for what happens in your life.  The easiest way to shirk responsibility is to blame others, and then you don’t have to do anything about it.  Then you just wait for someone else to come in and make things right again.

     It is not your teacher’s responsibility to make you learn.  You have to do that yourself.  If you have a lousy teacher, you need to study your textbook/notes even harder.  If your teacher won’t give you the help you need, surely someone in your class understands the subject.  Why not ask that person to help you?  You might have to swallow some pride, and you might have to ask someone you don’t particularly like for help, but you can do it – and you might be surprised at the results.

     Don’t blame me for not helping you out here.  You’ve got a chance to change your attitude about school.  That’s all the help I’ll give.  What you do with this letter is up to you.

William J Parker, C.Ss.R.

Parker, William (2002). It’s my teacher’s fault. Location: Liguori Publications, Liguori, Missouri.

Biology Related Careers


	Agriculture 

Animal Behavior 
Bacteriology 
Biodiversity Studies 
Biotechnology   
Botany   
Conservation of Natural Resources 

Ecology and Environment 
Entomology (Study of Insects) 

Food Science / Nutrition  

Forensic Science  
Forestry 
Genetics 
Health Fields 
Ichthyology (Study of Fish) 
Immunology 

Informatics (Using Computers in Biology)
	Medicine
Laboratory Animal Science 
Marine Biology 

Mycology (Study of Fungi) 

Neuroscience 
Oceanography 

Ornithology (Study of Birds) 

Paleontology 
Physiology (Plants and/or Animals)
Proteomics (Study of Proteins)
Science Writer/Journalist 

Teaching 
Veterinary Medicine 

Wildlife Conservation and Management 
Zoos (Animal Parks)

… and More


For Details:  http://facweb.furman.edu/~jsnyder/careers/careerlist.html  
…are for dummies








